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Suzulki GSX-R750 LTD




UZUKI
GSX-R790R LID

The LTD is more than flashy paint, flawless
fiberglass, and trick parts. It's a true :J(‘{Orv—
built special, a limited edition in every sense,
designed for the racetrack, sold for the street,
and priced somewhere in between.
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few, ang the well-heeled wno can plunk
down $6499 for the most expensive
sport bike ever made in Japan The
LTD’s fitments are straight from pad
dock row: nuge floating 310mm front
Drake discs, a stout 41mm lork with
electronic NEAS anti-dive, 2 special alu
minum-bodwed rear shack with a gas
chargad remote reservolr wide © ip-on
Fandebars, a fairing with additional
coolng duc:s, a lightened countershaft
sprocket cover, a solo-seat/tail-section
of hand-aid hiberglass, and the mos! ar
resting pece of all—a real by God dry
clutch

Why a dry clutch on a street bike?
Won'tit rust in the ran and act funky il il
gets 100 dirty? Can't a prankster with a
can of chan lube render i ?
Practical minds mght quibble with the
LID's dry clutch; those folxs would
38
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Dry clutches are the racer's friends

ocaled outboard of the engine cases
dry clutches are easily accessible
More important. when dry clutches de
fail, they don't spit gritty fricton-plate
maierial nto the engine oll. Toc, be
cause ary cluiches do not spin in o
they ehmmale the considerable poten
hal grag created by wel glutches
plowing through viscous ube

These are ?n:':'o'_'l-,' secondary bene
s the greatest advantage of a dry
clutch makes ntself known on the start
ne. Wet clutches can heal quackly witr
the engine revving in gear, and racers
can fnc themseives being pulled pre
natuely away by a clulch heated to the
pont of engaging all by itsell. Dry
clutches don'l generata as much nter
nal heat—racers can sit for 20 seconds
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with the encine nibbling at red ine while
the starler lumbles with the flag

Unless you make vour ext from the
Sunday-morning hangout in Grand Prix
run-and-bump fashion, you probably
won't care that the dry clutch aiso B
makes the LTD easier 10 push-start
than the standard GSX. But you don'l
nave o grandstand 10 appreciale the
LTD's clutch: & s impervious o abuse
and engaaes more crisgly and precisealy
than the stock wel unit. A nder can shift
all day with a sinale finger and not strarm
the working digit In a word it's superb
And then thera's the sound. the whirls
rattle’whir of a serous racing machine,
guarantged to betray the gngrant
Those who know racing won know this
Mapsody: novice cars wil hear only
roise, and mestake it for machanical
neglect

Quarter-mile performance under
scores the advanlage ef the LID's Qary
clutch: with a best run of 11 28 seconds
at 118 mpn, the LTD easily squrts away
from the standard GSX-750 (11.33 sec
onds 114 mph) and the Yamaha
FZ750 (1131 seconds at 116.37 mph)
ending 118 run with a terming! spead five

cl!

YOLE



The LTO 5

¥y rifon? 0% 4
aited g
PO FOEN
ra3car--f's Y
d Mg, M
atrrale factory
o, frvss
if - porsessf
Sk oc

miles per hour faster than Honda's
VFR750

Aside from iIs cable-actuated dry
clutch (the stocker's wet clutch is hy
draulically actuated), the LTD engine is

compietely stock. Why didn't Suzuki
sprinkle more hot parts nto the LTD
powerpiant? The LTD is a sireet bike,
and as such must run a quiel—read re-
stnctve—pipe and mufiler. if there's a
single huge performance gain to be had
t's in the filment of a less restnctive al
peit loudar exhaust syslem, and the fac-
lory can't do that. Fancy engine internals
are murderously exgensive, especialy
when produced in imited quantity and
added to an already expenswve Dike
{the dry clutch alone costs $2000)
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What the engine didn't get the chas
sis ¢id. Sharp eyes will note two small
ducts in the fainng's lower quarters: one
on the left, and one on the nght to direct
cool air to the clutch. The front and rear
brake assemblies—rotors, cahpers
masler cylinders—are race-grade com
ponents parated from the GSX-R1100
Up front, eignt live pistens clamp on a
pair of encrmous 310mm floating discs
the rear caliper, squeezing a 220mm ro
tor, 1s connected by a lorque arm to the
frame rathar than the swing arm to mini
mize whee! hop during hard braxking over
choppy surfaces. The 1100 also conlrib
uted the LTD's 41mm NEAS fork, a sus
pension which uses an electronic pulse
rather than hydraulic pressure 1o speed

anti-dve response under braking. While
the LTD's anti-dive rates remain gent-
cal to the 1100's, spring and damping
rates change, addressing the750's light-

er weght
At 459 pounds wet, the LTD under
cuts the standard 750 by six pounds, 0
the process becoming the spearhead in
Suzuki's low-mass march. Much cf that
weght came out of the Full Floater rear
suspension. The standard 750 uses a
heavy, steel-bodied damper while the
LTD's racalibrated, remote-reservorr,
gas-charged shock 1s aluminum. Weight
0ss is notl the only reason for this
change: the standard 750 has a reputa-
tion for 1ading its rear shock during hard
rding, not surprising considering the
'_:tw;r,.‘x'c proximity to the engine its
small-valume reservoir, and poor expo-
sure to coaling air. The LTD's aluminum
gamper should offer significantly better
neat dissipation than the standard 750's
steel unit, and its remote reservoir in-
creases od capacity. Also to this end,
the LTD's marvelously finished liber
3
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GSX-R750R LTD

glass taipiece has high skuis to in
croase airflow throuagh the Full Floates
cawvity

Nothing In our porticlio of wicked
mountain roads could fade the LTD's
rear shock, but as delivered the
Lanwted's handiing 1el short of the star
dard GSX's. The front was stiff, hars!
over nppled pavemenlt, and Lhe rear felt
soft and slushy and bottomed soldly
over medium-sized bumps, Steering
seemed fighty under acceleraton, and
the lires, though wentical 10 the stan
dard 750's, lacked bite. Something was
cieary wiong

Out came the flat-bladed screwdnve
10 ii--’]Lsi tork preload. and the spanner
for the rear shock's preload collar, Forty
mnuies ater (shock preload adiustmoent
IS @ ime-consuming, knuckie busting or
deal) we settied on zero pereload up
front, the hghtest anti-dve setling, stiff
ened the rear pre cad nearly 50 percent
and daled rebound damoing
ber three of four positions

what ewvl lurked in the LTD s chassis
vanished wilhout a trace. On lasl
bumpy roads the fronl and rear suspen
S0Nn collaborate o keep the LTD's tres
planted. The nde = racetrack firm but
nslantly responswye to oumes arge and
smal, and the LTD exhibits the same
implacable composure that makes the
gtandard GSX such a lormidable
backroad flier. Tght it under
scores the precision of the LTD's slees
NG, the umily ol I1s chassis and tight
anvelne. ana the transhxing quality of its
smooth power debvery. Like tha stan
jard GSX, gvary controf onddhe LTD, ev
iy ndar'machime contact point La
lle. refned. unoblrusive, perfectly
suited for bloody-eved backroad blast
ng. in our
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No matter, the LTD holds sevearal cear
<nvfe-edged precision. The standard uge brakes are trer
sensitive 1o susper Jous, solid, incredibly powertu’, ¢
on alterabions, handies avery Dit as well T explolting the traclion racng ¢
18 the LTD unhil its rear shock beging 1o fer. The wide, flat seat is an improve
' e slandard model s spartan

en noly terror handlng and
advantages, idsf
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parch, and the LTD's wider clip-on han-
diebars offer sightly more leverage. At
speed, if you hit a large bump mid-tum
the Limited can shake its head vigor-
ousty, but nol violently enough to tngger
four-letter expletives.

The LTD's firm tughway ride, low-rom
engme hesitation, and occasonal reluc-
tance to die will disappomt most nd
ers, bul probably not the riders who are
sncerely interested n what the LTD has
1o offer. This machine belongs in the nar-
row world of screeching lires and click-
ing stopwatches, the LTD is wasted if it
never ms a whee! on the racelrack.
The $2000 premswum that turns a GSX-R
into an LTD wil be too siiff for most rid-
ers anyway, but 1or the racer, who woula
pay much more to duplcate the LTD's
racing components, two grand is a pit-
tance. The LTD is the real thing, the uit
mate factory-prepared fimsh-it-yourself
racer. They simply don't come off the
showroom floor any closer to the race-
track than this. Or any better. IS




